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A Presbyterian Elder 


To serve as elder in the Presbyterian Church is a 
great honor and a rewarding service, but it is not 
the sort of honor desired by the world where one 
receives praise and plaudits; it is the satisfaction 
given to a man called by the Spirit through the voice 
of the church to serve Jesus Christ. The secret of 
his effectiveness will be a complete dependence on 
God, a wholehearted commitment to his responsi- 
bilities, and continuing growth. He will find that 
as he joins with his fellow-elders in conferences and 
the training experiences intended to promote de- 
velopment of his gifts, as he sincerely studies the 
will of God for his own life and usefulness, and as 
he faithfully carries out his duties to the people 
whose spiritual welfare is his concern, he will find 
worth and enduring satisfaction. This is a service 
which requires much and pays large dividends. May 
God bless all who are called to it. 


—PAUL S. WRIGHT in The Duties of the Ruling Elder, 
just published by Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 














Letters to the Editors 





Help Is Being Sought for KKK Victim 





Birmingham Fund 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

The Birmingham Brotherhood of Clergy 
announced that their Conscience Fund 
to assist the rehabilitation and future of 
Judge Aaron has now been officially ap- 
proved by the membership and executive 
committee and is now receiving monies 
from many sections of the country. 

Aaron, 34, was the victim of an unpro- 
voked assault by six masked Klansmen in 
Birmingham who were proving their 
courage and right to be leaders of a Klav- 
ern of the Ku Klux Klan. Left brutally 
mutilated in an isolated area,, this young 
Negro laborer has,since b under treat- 
ment at hospitals but his recovery will be 
slow from what has been described as one 
of the most “vicious crimes” perpetrated 
by the Klan. 

While all six of his attackers have been 
arrested and are expected to receive severe 
penalties, Aaron’s plight has suggested 
this avenue of service to the Birmingham 
Brotherhood of Clergy which will act as 
trustees of the Conscience Fund. 

The inter-racial Brotherhood is com- 
prised of ministers of many denomina- 
tions who have organized this fellowship 
for understanding and communication. 
Among the faiths represented are Metho- 
dist, Baptist, Episcopal, Presbyterian, 
Lutheran, Unitarian, Christian and other 
churches. 

Contributions to the Conscience Fund 
may be sent to the undersigned. All will 
be acknowledged. 

BIRMINGHAM BROTHERHOOD OF CLERGY. 
Box 2283, Birmingham, Ala. 

NOTE—This appeal and the sponsors 
have been investigated and are highly 
commended to the support of our readers. 
—Editors. 


Disagreement on Daniel 
To Tue OwTLook: 


Dr. E. T. Thompson says in his recent 
Sunday School lesson treatment on Dan- 
fel that it is generally agreed that the 
Book of Daniel is a production of the sec- 
ond century B. C. Conservative scholar- 
ship does not so agree. Note. for example, 
the recent commentary on Daniel by Pro- 
fessor Edward J. Young, in which the 
authenticity and accuracy of the prophecy 
are competently defended. It would be 
well to be reminded also of the intensive 
researches in this field of Dr. Robert Dick 
Wilson, who would not yield an inch to 
the higher critical effort to late-date the 
Book of Daniel. 

It was helpful to read in Dr. Thomp- 
son's presentation that archaeology has 
upheld the Book of Daniel in the matter 
of Belshazzar. This is one of numerous 
such instances. The “unknown writer” of 
the second century who had the temerity 
to appropriate Daniel’s identity must have 
been a truly uncommon scholar to possess 
so much accurate information about Baby- 
lonian times! 

Let us not regard the Book of Daniel as 
a pious forgery. Let us follow our Lord in 
speaking without reservation of the 
things written by “Daniel, the prophet” 
(see Matthew 24:15). 

ROBERT STRONG. 
Augusta, Ga. 


Presbyterian? 
To TUE OUTLOOK: 


On the plane day before yesterday the 
stewardess noted that I was reading The 
Presbyterian Outlook. Pointing to the 
word “Presbyterian,” she said to me, “Are 
you finished with that paper? I should 
like to know something about the Pres- 
byterian religion.” 

I told her that I needed this copy but 
would see that she got one if she would 
give me her name and address which she 
ae 

I would appreciate it if you would for- 
ward her a copy of a recent issue and any 
other literature on the Presbyterian 
Church. I know she would appreciate it 
and I would too. I asked her if she was 
a Christian and she replied in the nega- 
tive. I, myself, today am sending her 
several pamphlets dealing with the Pres- 
byterian Church. NAME. 


Handbook Is Used 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Please send 35 copies of the 1958 Going- 
to-College Handbook to us.... 

We've used the Handbook for several 
years and find the youngsters look for- 
ward eagerly to getting each new issue. 
We usually order more than necessary 
and use the “leftovers” for the 10th 
graders. This year, as in past years, every 
one of our young people attending Senior 
High (10, 11 & 12th grades) will receive 
a copy of either the 1958 or 1957 Hand- 
book. 

As a matter of fact, we’ve used the 
Handbook to attract youth who previously 
had no church connection or a weak one. 

You’ve done a good job and are to be 
highly commended. . . . New York CITy. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR | 


And Related Events 











NOTE—U.S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC to the 
National Council of Churches; WCC to 
the World Council of Churches. 


OCTOBER 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), I, II, II 
John. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), O Master, let 
me walk with thee, Hymnbook 304. 

Oct. 6, Worldwide Communion Day. 

Oct. 8-9, General Council, Everglades Ho- 
tel; Assembly’s Men’s Council Exec. 
Com., McAllister Hotel. 


Oct. 10-13, Men’s Convention (U. S&.), 
Miami, Fla. 

Oct. 13, Laymen’s Sunday, NCC. 

Oct. 13-20, Churchmen’s Week, United 


Church Men, NCC. 

Oct. 13-20, Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for Church Extension (U.S.). 

Oct. 14-15, Board of Christian Education 
(U.S.), Miami, Biscayne Terrace. 

Oct. 14-16, Presbyterian, USA, General 
Council, New York. 

Oct. 14-Nov. 17, Stewardship and Every 
Member Canvass Season (U. S.). 

Oct. 20, World Order Sunday. Offering for 
the church’s ministry to servicemen 
(USA). 


Oct. 20-26, United Nations Week. 

Oct. 20-23, Council on Theological Educa- 
tion, USA, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

Oct. 22-24, National Convocation on 
Church in Town and Country, NCC, 
Green Lake, Wis. 

Oct. 24, United Nations Day. 

Oct. 27, Reformation Sunday. 
Reformation Day. 

Oct. 26-Nov. 3, Laymen’s Seminary on the 
Church, Labor and the City, USA, In- 
stitute of Industrial Relations, Chicago. 


NOVEMBER 
Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), 1, 2 Thee- 
salonians. 
Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), Now thank 
we all our God, Hymnbook 9. 
Nov. 1, All Saints’ Day; World Commu- 
nity Day. 
Nov. 1-30, Religion 
(RIAL) Month. 
Nov. 3, Freedom of the Press Sunday 
(Council of Liberal Churches). 

Nov. 3-10, Presbyterian Survey Week 
(U.S.). 

Nov. 10, Stewardship Day; Every Mem- 
ber Canvass Day. 

Nov. 11, Veterans’ Day. 

Nov. 24, National Missions Day (USA); 
Thanksgiving Sunday; Homes (U. S.). 

Nov. 2, Thanksgiving Day. 

Nov. 28-Dec. 25, World-Wide Bible Read- 
ing season. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Princeton. All “recognition, courte- 
sies and privileges” have been withdrawn 
by Princeton University from the Roman 
Catholic priest assigned there by the 
church to minister to Roman Catholic 
student. President Robert F. Goheen 
said the action was taken because of 
“irresponsible attacks upon the intellec- 
tual integrity of faculty members” made 
by the Dominican priest “under claim of 
advancing the pursuit of truth.” Dr. 
Goheen is a Presbyterian whose wife and 
six children are Roman Catholics. There 
are 375 RC students in Princeton’s stu- 
dent body of 2,900. 

Columbia Seminary. With 75 new 
students this year, Columbia Seminary 
(Ga.) has a total student body of 255. 
Visiting professors will include: Paul 
T. Fuhrmann of Drew Seminary and 
University; James M. Robinson of 
Emory; Martin A. Schmidt, University 
of Basel. 

Schreiner. Second phase of a student 
center is going up at Schreiner Institute, 
Kerrville, Texas. First phase, a swim- 
ming pool, was completed last April. 
The Synod of Texas has provided the 
$500,000 being spent in project. 

A.T.S. Students at the Assembly’s 
Training School, Richmond, Va., num- 
ber more than 100, coming from 63 col- 
leges and universities, 19 states and six 
foreign countries. New faculty members 
include: Mrs. T. J. Ingram, children’s 
choir methods; Neva Delgado, field rep- 
resentative and public relations; William 
B. Kennedy of Union Seminary (Va.), 
religious education; Glenn Bannerman, 
recreation; Margaret Smith, the demon- 
stration kindergarten. 


Oct. 31, 


in American Life 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


FewER Bachelor of Divinity degrees 
(127 fewer) were awarded during the 
last reported academic year than the year 
before, according to the U. S. Office of 
Education. There was also a sharp de- 
cliné in graduate training in religious 
education. . . . BIRMINGHAM ministers 
have established a fund to aid the 34- 
year-old Negro man who was recently 
emasculated by a group of white men... . 
THE First Protestant chaplain of the 
port of Philadelphia has been named by 
the Philadelphia Council of Churches. 

. TWENTY-NINE Nashville Negro 
ministers have commended Mayor Ben 
West and the city’s law enforcement 
officers for “taking a firm stand and 
dealing effectively” with the problems 
that arose when the first grades of five 
of the city schools were integrated this 
fall... . Sart Lake City has formed 
a council of churches. . . . MorE THAN 
2,000 Protestant churches in New York 
State held anti-bingo observances recent- 
ly, fighting a proposed constitutional 
amendment that would legalize bingo on 
a local option basis for churches and 
fraternal groups. . . . BINCO GAMES have 
been ruled illegal in Colorado. 
SUNDAY LAWS are said to violate religious 
liberty, according to a pamphlet issued 
by the American Jewish Congress... A 
croup of Protestants recently organized 
the Churchmen’s Commission on Decent 
Publications, designed to campaign 
against obscene literature. . . . THE 
Fiorina Supreme Court has ruled that 
churchgoers attending services are not 
“invitees”’ in the legal sense of the word 
because they are benefiting their own 
souls, not God, and therefore are not 
entitled to damages for injuries suffered 
on church premises. . . . An archaeolog- 
ical expedition claims to have discovered 
the Pool of Gibeon, eight miles north of 
Jerusalem, confirming a tradition that 
the men of Gibeon were “drawers of 
water.” ... “In God We Trust” appears 
on 25,000,000 one-dollar bills recently 
put in circulation by the Treasury De- 
partment. This motto has not appeared 
on American paper currency since 1864. 
... A deposed Reformed Church bishop, 
John Peter (pronounce: Pater), is a 
member of the Hungarian Communist 
government’s delegation to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations. Re- 
formed clergymen called him “the worst 
kind of Stalinist” when he was ousted 
last fall. 











THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington, D. C. 


October is a significant time to 
observe CuurcH Press MonrTH. 
Beginning with the national Day 
of Prayer on October 2, and guided 
by the truth which sets men free, 
the various periodicals of the 
church have a splendid opportunity 
to emphasize their story of faith 
and good work across the land. 

Dwicut D. EISENHOWER 
President 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK is 
a member of the Associated Church 
Press, sponsor of Church Press 
Month. 











Turck Named to Head 
Minnesota Committee 

St. Paut, Minn. (RNs)—Five reli- 
gious leaders are among 12 persons ap- 
pointed by Gov. Orville Freeman to study 
ethical and moral standards in Minne- 
sota state government. 

The governor said he would ask the 
committee—first of its kind in the coun- 
try, according to one political scientist— 
to come up with recommendations to 
foster greater integrity in public office 
and better service to the people’s inter- 
ests. 

President Charles J. Turck, president 
of Macalester College, St. Paul, a Pres- 
byterian institution, was named chairman 
of the committee. He is an ordained 
Presbyterian elder; a former Moderator 
of the Presbyterian Synod of Minnesota, 
and a former president of the National 
Council of Presbyterian Men. 


U. S. Church Is Led 
Into Orthodox Body 


A former Southern Presbyterian group 
involved in a disciplinary action has 
become affiliated with the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church. It is the group 
formerly in the Maitland, Fla., church, 
under the leadership of Arthur A. Froeh- 
lich. 

This case was appealed to the synod 
and General Assembly where the action 
of St. Johns Presbytery was upheld in 
divesting Mr. Froehlich of the office of 
the ministry and in removing the elders 
of the Maitland church. 

The group is now appealing for sup- 
port in building a new $150,000 church 
in Maitland. 


USA Leaders Issue 
Little Rock Pledge 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—A statement 
pledging support of Christians in Little 
Rock “fas you continue your witness for 
Jesus Christ” in the school integration 
battle was issued here by leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, and the 
United Presbyterian Church. 

Addressed to “our ministers, members 
and our fellow-Christians in the Little 
Rock area,” the message praised them 
for their “obedience to the Gospel of 
Reconciliation.” 

It was signed by Eugene Carson Blake, 
stated clerk, on behalf of the U.S.A. 
Church’s moderator, Dr. Harold R. Mar- 
tin of Bloomington, Ill. Samuel W. 
Shane of Pittsburgh, stated clerk of the 
United Presbyterian Church concurred 
in the statement. The two denomina- 
tions are scheduled to merge next May. 


Faithful Witness 


“The faithfulness of your witness to 
the Gospel of Reconciliation through the 
ministry of the church is known, even 
though it has not been widely reported,” 
the message stated. ‘The work of Chris- 
tians and others in civil agencies to bring 
about orderly compliance with the law is 
also known. 

“We thank God for your obedience in 
these days, remembering that suffering 
may be both a sign and a consequence of 
obedience, for ‘we should not be sur- 
prised at the fiery ordeal which comes 
upon us’ when we answer the call of 
Christ.” 

The Presbyterian leaders told Little 
Rock churchmen that when they “re- 
cently brought Christians of both races 
together to share their faith and wisdom, 
when you went to the scene of violence 
and stood with those who were the object 
of hatred, when you spoke out clearly 
and boldly for the right, you were acting 
out the Gospel of Reconciliation.” 

“Your example should make clear to 
the whole church,” the message contin- 
ued, “those areas of its life where it has 
not been faithful and should lay upon 
it the responsibility to act with similar 
courage wherever children of God are 
denied freedom or justice. 

“Whether we live in Chicago or Chat- 
tanooga, Louisville or Levittown, the 
way of our obedience has been marked 
by your feat, and the price of your obe- 
dience can become an inspiration to us 
all.” ; 








Little Rock Session 
Advertises an Appeal 


LittLteE Rock, Ark. (RNs)—Fifteen 
members of the session of Westover Hills 
Presbyterian church ran an advertisement 
in the Arkansas Gazette, local daily, call- 
ing upon church and civic organizations 
to “give urgent and prayerful considera- 
tion to the threat to the peace of this 
community” resulting from the school 
integration controversy. 


The ad was in the form of a “Prayer 
for Christian Action.” 

“As Christian laymen who believe we 
should try to live by the precepts of him 
who is our Lord,” the group said, “‘we 
wish to state publicly our opposition to 
violence. We also deplore the unbridled 
passions aroused by such mob action as 
now prevails in our community.” 

The laymen urged church and civic 
organizations “immediately to give pub- 
lic expression to their convictions” in 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Wade 
H. Boggs of the faculty of the General As- 
sembly’s Training School, Donald G. Miller, 
Union Seminary (Va.), and Morris D. War- 
ren, Presbyterian, U. S., director of educa- 
tional leadership. 


BAPTISM NECESSARY? 


Is baptism really necessary for a 
Christian? 


Boccs: I suppose there is no better 
answer that I could give than that of 
our Confession of Faith. Our Confes- 
sion of Faith states that it is a sin to 
neglect the ordinance of baptism. Yet 
it goes on to concede that grace and sal- 
vation are not so inseparably annexed 
unto it as that no person can be regener- 
ated or saved without it. I think we 
might go a step further here and say that 
although there has been a great deal 
of disagreement among Christian people 
about the mode of baptism, there has 
been surprising unanimity among them as 
to the importance and necessity of bap- 
tism as the rite of initiation into the 
Christian church. Of course, it is more 
than a ritual of initiation; it is what we 
would call a sacrament, by which we 
mean an external sign of our covenant 
of grace with God. It is a way of repre- 
senting some of the benefits of Christ’s 
salvation, such as the washing away of 
our sins, our cleansing, and our being 
different from the rest of the world in 
that we belong to the people of God. 


THRONE OF DAVID 


Where is the throne of David? Does 
it still exist? 


Miter: The throne David sat on 
was presumably a marble throne of some 
sort in the city of Jerusalem. The 
prophet promised that there would be one 
to sit on the throne of David forever and 
New Testament writers believed that 
Jesus would be the one to sit on the 
throne of David. He now, having as- 
cended to the right hand of God, sits on 
that throne in heaven from where he is 
the ruler of the kingdoms of this earth. 


* 


So the throne of David does not exist 
as an earthly throne and never will. 

MoperRATOR: When you use such lan- 
guage you are speaking figuratively or 
poetically. Do you think it might be 
well to suggest that to people? Do you 
think a good many people are confused, 
thinking that God has a right hand or a 
left hand? 

MILLER: Yes, we are using figurative 
language because when we think about 
God we have to think in human terms 
with figures of speech. But there is no 
way to escape that. We may use an 
abstract idea if we want, but that is still 
a man’s abstract idea because it is still 
a man’s way of thinking about God. I 
believe that to be seated at God’s right 
hand is a figure of speech meaning one 
who shares God’s power. The one who 
sat at the right hand of an ancient King 
was the next in line, the next in au- 
thority, the one who shared his power. 
So that is a figurative way of saying 
that Jesus is with God ruling the earth, 
sharing God’s power, being the one 
through whom he now manifests him- 
self among men. 


COMPEL THEM 
What did Christ mean when he said, 
“Go into the highways and the hedges 
and compel them to come in’? 


WarrEN: That has always been a 
verse that intrigued me. I love to think 
of it in terms of the church’s ministry 
to those beyond its membership in that 
there is a kind of compulsion that we 
have at our disposal, the compulsion of 
love. We must remember however that 
in this passage this particular verse was 
part of a parable, a parable of a wedding 
feast to which most of the invited and 
honored guests sent in refusals to at- 
tend, or excuses for absence. Where- 
upon, the feast-giver in the parable of 
Jesus sent out his servants to the high- 
ways and hedges to compel others to 
come in. I think then that this verse 
suggests to us at least a phrase which 
has a compelling value to us, that 
through Christian concern and love for 
those outside we can exercise a kind of 
compulsion that will draw them into the 
church, 


order that “the true desire of this com- 
munity may be evident to all of us and 
to the world.” 


“We ask this feeling certain that most 
of the citizens of our community desire 
only peace and that they abhor violence,” 
the group added. 


The layman reaffirmed their Christian 
convictions with this prayer: 


“1. That Christ’s will may be clear to 
each and all of us in these times of con- 
flict. 


“2. That our community may abide by 
Christian principles and peacefully, by 
legal and judicial means, accept or reject 
racial desegregation. 

“3. That our law enforcement agencies 
provide for all of our citizens, regardless 
of race, and that they promptly disperse 
any mobs. We feel that this is essential 
to prevent violence.” 





Wen and Yuami 


Recognizing the need for something 
that will enhance the presentation of the 
spiritual touchdowns that will be made 
at the Miami Convention, the Follow- 
up Committee is making available the 
following aids: 





Filmstrips, 35 mm. Kodachrome com- 
plete with narration on 12” double-faced 
microgroove disc at $6. 


Record album containing four 12” 

double-faced microgroove records of 22 

minutes each. Complete set plus album 
2. 


Electronic Tapes at 7% ips. Each tape 
30 minutes in length. Each tape $4. 


Picture Album, cloth bound, with pic- 
tures of convention and History of 
Men’s Work—$3 per copy. 


Send all orders and make checks pay- 
able to: Lawrence C. Newton. 731 C. 
Avenue, West Columbia, S. C. 


In making the point after the touch- 
down in a football game someone has to 
do the kicking, or the running, or the 
passing of the ball. In it all and through 
it all someone has to do the quarterback- 
ing. To that end we are asking two men 
from each presbytery in the Assembly to 
make themselves available to speak in 
local churches following their return 
from the convention. We are confident 
that with this bit of strategy many extra 
points will be scored. 


Rosert L. ALEXANDER, 
Member of Follow-up Committee 
Miami Men’s Convention 


Greenwood, S. C. 
ss 


Hundreds of men (Miami Men’s Con- 
vention go-ers), it is understood, have 
registered in Miami hotels but have not 
paid the $5 registration fee for the con- 
vention. However, the fee will have to 
be paid for entrance to the convention 
(admission by badge only). Single ad- 
missions will be $1 each. 


THD PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





m- 
ind 


lost 
sire 
” 


jan 


* to 
-on- 


» by 
ject 


cies 
less 
erse 
tial 


hing 
the 
nade 
low- 

the 


com- 
‘aced 


12” 
of 22 
lbum 


$4. 


| pic- 
y of 


pay- 
31 C. 


ouch- 
jas to 
r the 
rough 
back- 
) men 
aly to 
ik in 
‘eturn 
fident 
extra 


mittee 


; Con- 

have 
ve not 
e con- 
ave to 
ention 
le ad- 


‘LOOK 





@ What a Mission meeting is concerned with 


Which Way Is Forward—in Iran? 


WO FORMER PRESIDENTS of 

Centre College of Kentucky arrived 
in Teheran the same week, but they did 
not meet as one left two days before the 
other landed. The Walter Groves for- 
merly lived in Iran, and thus have a 
background interest in the Presbyterian 
(USA) mission of which they were part. 
The Robert McLeods, too, came with a 
special interest in mission work as mem- 
bers of a Christian Century world tour, 
led by Editor Harold Fey. 


In less than a year’s time two Louis- 
ville Seminary professors have also come 
to Teheran. OvuTLooKk readers are fa- 
miliar with Dr. Kenneth Foreman’s trip 
last year to this part of the world after 
a longer visit with his son Kenneth, Jr., 
in Korea. The “visiting professor” this 
year is Dr. A. B. Rhodes, also vitally 
interested in the ecumenical Christian 
mission as he visits sites of particular 
interest to a Biblical archeologist. 


Presumably, people from Kentucky are 
no more or less famous as world travel- 
lers and observers of the Christian world 
mission than other Southerners. In a 
sense these recent visitors are typical: the 
simple fact is that mission fields are 
having more friends from “home” drop- 
ping in for a first-hand look-see than 
at any time in history. In Teheran alone 
three mission members have had sisters 
from abroad visiting here just this sum- 
mer. An immediate expression of hope 
is that more and more concerned Chris- 
tians will be visiting mission fields. 


Changing Policies 

What do these people see in the mis- 
sion today? What work is now being 
done? In what direction is mission pol- 
icy moving? With conflicting ideologies 
of mission work within a mission one is 
forced to ask Which Way Is Forward? 


First, it might be said that Missions 
and their Boards in America are con- 
cerned enough about direction so that 
study and review are major items of in- 
terest. The Iran-Mission had this year 
its first full meeting in history—during 
the time of the Groves and “Christian 
Century” visits. The Mission felt the 
necessity for a full-scale discussion of 
policy and position. For those usually 
not in attendance at Mission Meeting the 
gathering was probably first of all an 
educational experience as all phases of 
mission work were considered. A full 
week was devoted to an examination of 
basic philosophies of mission work and 
a consideration of what ought to be-done 





MR. HOPPER is a Presbyterian, U.S., mis- 
sionary serving in the Presbyterian, USA, 
Mission in Iran. 


OCTOBER 7, 1957 


By WM. H. HOPPER, JR. 


next. Such thinking was not done on 
the spur of the moment. 

Books on mission policy were re-read 
by many, and condensations of six were 
prepared and circulated to the mission 
members during the spring. Prior to this 
each station had a directed program of 
study about the historical development 
of mission work in Iran through the use 
of biographies, reports, histories, and re- 
collections. Thought-provoking work- 
sheets were circulated about each type 
of work being undertaken with appro- 
priate questions about new endeavors and 
the effectiveness of the present program. 
Preparation and prayer came _ before 
workshop discussions and plenary ses- 
sions. A Mission examining itself is 
fascinating, believe it or not! 

What were some of the results of this 
effort? Really, not much in the way of 
change in basic policy on most issues. 
But this is not surprising when it is 
realized that a lot of ground had to be 
plowed at the first full mission assembly. 
(Distance, transportation, and housing 
had been, among the things that prevented 
an earlier similar gathering.) Further, 
humans, and it is my contention that 
missionaries are human, are reluctant 
to feel that their own particular work 
should be cut or altered. And then it 
must be remembered that our forefathers 
were also men who thought and prayed 
and planned so that mission work is 
seldom purely accidental. 


Mission-Church Problem 


Some patterns of things to come did 
emerge, however. Despite pressure from 
the local church in Teheran, the Mission 
voted not to allow Mission members to 
be pastors of churches—so that national 
leadership will be developed. (On this 
contested issue one wag remarked that 
the New Day in this Mission dawned 
by the 22-16 vote.) This kind of action 
leads to difficulties of various kinds. The 
most encompassing rejoiner by nationals 
who feel they cannot break the ties of 
having a mission pastor is, “If you mis- 
sionaries are members of this national 
church, as you claim to be, then why do 
you refuse to do a job that the church 
asks you to do?” 

Another departure from traditional 
mission procedures was the endorsement 
of the policy that mission evangelistic per- 
sonnel, particularly, need no longer feel 
sole responsibility to the station to which 
they are assigned. The point is that cer- 
tain men have special capabilities and 
training that can be of value to the whole 
church in Iran. _The.accepted American 


church practice of having a stewardship 
visiting team or a leadership training 
course led by those from outside the local 
church will become more of a standard 
procedure here. 


For a small church like the Evan- 
gelical Church in Iran (less than 3,000 
members with just a couple of hundred 
Moslem converts) it was felt premature 
to attempt to integrate the Mission into 
the church at this time. Defeated pro- 
ponents of some kind of integration saw 
some encouragement in an attempt to 
work out with the national church a 
plan whereby the assignment of Mission 
personnel will not be done without con- 
sultation with national leaders. 


No New Types 


Progress there was, and new insights 
were gained. The personnel request list 
sent to the Board in New York was about 
the same, however, as the one for 1920 
must have been: no new types of indus- 
trial or agricultural evangelistic person- 
nel even made Place 18. And despite 
the presence of hundreds of Christians 
from abroad in Iran working in govern- 
ment, industry, Point Four, Army, and 
the like, none were in on discussions of 
the Mission. Somehow the relation of 
lay Christians and professional Chris- 
tians from abroad for a united Christian 
witness must be developed. Christian 
manpower from Christian countries is 
not used well because it is not harnessed. 
Nine national church leaders were in at- 
tendance. 


Become informed about the mission 
country that you visit, look up the pro- 
fessionals when you arrive, and plan 
to serve with us in making Christ known. 











“What Is the News 
From Little Rock?” 
—Christian Science Monitor. 








HOW BEST TO WARN OUR CHILDREN 


HAVE received a question dealing 

with a subject of anxious concern to 
many parents with young children. The 
brutal murder of the two Bristol children 
has simply brought things to a head. The 
has simply brought things to a head. The 
TV on its Panorama program (B.B.C.) 
went out of its way to give the oppor- 
tunity to speak with a psychiatrist and 
Mr. Joyce, headmaster of one of the 
Borstal establishments, to a mother who 
had sent a letter in which she told that 
her juvenile daughter had been inter- 
fered with by a man, and her two boys 
had the same experience with a school- 
master. 

In our own district a teen-ager who 
had missed her bus from town was at- 
tacked and was taken to a hospital. Some 
months ago a little Motherwell girl of 
twelve on a very bad day went to do her 
grandma’s shopping and she has never 
been heard of since. 

But let me give the background to my 
correspondent’s question (she has a teen- 
age daughter). She reminds me that for 
the last year figures are available, there 
were 8,000 reported sexual offences 
against juveniles and the incidence of this 
sort of offence is increasing and causing 
no small sense of unease. The distress of 
one of my neighbors whose 11-year-old 
daughter has twice in the space of 10 
months had unfortunate—aithough not 
physically harmful—experiences with a 
man. This child was (a) interfered with 
by her music teacher; (b) present when a 
man interfered with her small companion 
(girl) in a bus shelter. 

My neighbor feels she has taken all 
reasonable precautions, but wonders how 
she might have better armed her child to 
avoid dangers in this quiet sedate, semi- 
rural suburb of London. 


How to Be Certain? 

After outlining what she has done with 
her own teen-age daughter, she pertinent- 
ly asks: How can one be certain that in 
cautioning a child one is not starting 
hares which should never be raised, or at 
least not at that age, under twelve years 
of age? Or how does one avoid approach- 
ing the problem so clumsily that one 
creates a lot of false inhibitions in the 
child’s relationships with comparative 
strangers? How does one avoid distorting 
the child's natural, adjusted relationship 
to life? How explicit should a parent be 
in warning the children against stran- 
gers? How harmful to the growing mind 
may be clumsy warnings and explana- 
tions? 

These are not easy questions to answer. 
The psychiatrist on TV was asked a 
question not very different from my cor- 
respondent’s, and he answered that the 





THIS article is reprinted here with the gen- 
erous permission of The British Weekly. 


By JOHN G. McKENZIE 


parent should be as explicit as possible. 
But he did not deal with the manner of 
the warning or explanation. He prob- 
ably thought that even a clumsy explana- 
tion has less danger than no warning at 
all. 


Not Often in Time 


I have dealt with many who were the 
victims, when children, of such assaults. 
The psychological and physical effects 
are not often realized at the time. I have 
dealt also with not a few who have com- 
mitted such assaults. The immediate 
shock to the child may be the beginning 
of psychological effects and physical ef- 
fects which may manifest themselves later 
as a psycho-neurosis, or in a ruined mar- 
ried life. 

But let me get to the question. My cor- 
respondent sees the difficulty of parents 
with as clear an eye as any psychologist 
when she mentions that it is not merely 
a warning or explanation that is needed 
but there must be no starting of hares by 
handling the problem clumsily. 

There can be no doubt that a clumsy 
explanation or warning can rouse morbid 
curiosity which might turn out to have 
psychological effects almost as bad as an 
assault. It could rouse feelings of fear of 
the sex impulses themselves which might 
easily lead to repression or to such a dis- 
gust as to distort all that side of life. 
One does not want a child to suspect 
every stranger; or to suspect at adoles- 
cence every boy who tries to be friendly. 
Nor does one want the child to be afraid 
every evening when coming from school. 

And yet somehow they have to be 
warned. Should the child be the victim 
of an assault, parents should as far as 
possible control their own fear and anxie- 
ty; for that becomes transmitted to the 
child and more fear roused than there 
need be. And they must be very careful 
not to convey to the child any sense of 
guilt or blame as though she should not 
have been where she was or that she could 
have prevented it. 

Toa child, sex has no meaning though 
it may have significence. Many children 

(I have seen them as adults) were afraid 
to tell their parents of interference by a 
music teacher lest they got the blame. 
They were afraid not to go again lest the 
mother would ask the reason for not 
wanting to go. The effect on the child 
is a guilt complex. If the child has com- 
plained of the assault the best thing is 
to take him or her to a psychiatrist who 
will know how to allay the fear and 
maybe prevent later complications. 


How to Warn 


What makes my correspondent’s ques- 
tion difficult is the fact that everything 


depends on how the parent warns the 
child. It should not be done in a way 
such as to make the child imagine that an 
assault is likely to be committed. Nor 
should she speak to the child in such a 
way as to embarrass the child or the teen- 
ager. Actually to speak to a child about 
the dangers of sex shculd only be done by 
one who is thoroughly adjusted to sex, 
and to whom sex is as natural as hunger 
and held with as much esteem as love. 

My own impression is that the school 
psychologist or a psychiatrist who can 
speak to children can do this kind of 
thing better than a teacher of biology. 
The subject should not just be dealt with 
in one talk; that brings it into too great 
a prominence. Nor in school should it be 
done with children individually; that is 
to give the child the impression that it is 
a secret that should not be spoken of. It 
should be class teaching by an expert 
spread over some lesson pericds. 

Until the subject is broached in schools 
and warnings and explanations given to 
the children, I am afraid the task must 
fall on the mother, or father. Probably 
the best way to begin is to help the child 
to realize that all sex play is rude like 
bad manners. That can be done early 
by an observant mother before there is 
any fear of rousing curiosity. 

It is not too difficult a transition later 
to teach them that although it is always 
polite to answer strangers they must never 
go to a shop for sweets with him, or to the 
park no matter what he promises to give 
them. Nor should they accept a ride in a 
car. 


Rudeness 


They should be warned against any 
man, be it the music teacher or a stranger 
or even someone they know who begins 
playing with his hands on their knees, 
that he is a rude man; and they must tell 
you of any such incident. One must be 
explicit enough for the child to discern 
any designs by a stranger or anyone else. 
But with the psychiatrist, I believe, that 
event a blunt statement is better than no 
warning at all. 

At the teen-age the parent can be as 
explicit as she likes for as a rule at that 
age they have learned a good deal from 
schoolfellows, etc. The Roman Catholics 
teach their children that there are parts 
of the body that should not be touched 
except for cleanliness. That is good ad- 
vice; and when given can lead to the ex- 
planation of rudeness. 

It should not altogether be the job of 
the mother. Fathers have a responsibility 
to their boys, to warn them against any 
male whether a teacher, an officer in his 
boys’ association, or even someone they 
have been taught to look up to, to resent 
any undue familiarity. They should be 
warned against anyone trying to speak 
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IN THE PRESENT CRISIS 
By WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT, Jr. 


(NOTE—The following statement was read to the congregation of the Highland Park Pres- 
byterian Church, Dallas, Texas, by the pastor, who is presently the Moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S.—Editors.) 


UR COMMUNITY — along with 
many other American communities 
—is beset just now with a difficult social 
problem, the problem of racial integra- 
tion in our public schools. There is a 
sharp difference of opinion on the sub- 
ject; there are hot words of anger and 
intimidation, and, in some unhappy 
communities, incidents of mob violence. 
I feel that I would be untrue to my 
calling as a minister of the gospel, and 
as a religious leader in this community, 
if I did not say something regarding our 
responsibility as Christians in this pres- 
ent crisis. 


Free Expression 

First, it is the responsibility of Chris- 
tian people to help create an atmosphere 
in which every individual citizen feels 
free to express his opinion, whatever that 
may be. We will never get anywhere in 
the solution of a tense issue like this 
when individuals hesitate to say what 
they think for fear their fellow-citizens 
will misjudge them, or accuse them of 
stupidity or insincerity, or misinterpret 
what they say. Freedom of speech in this 
country is a blood-bought privilege; let 
us not only defend it, but encourage it. 

Second, it is our responsibility as 
Christians to exercise the greatest care 
in what we say, and in the manner and 
spirit in which we say it. It is obviously 
the right and duty of every citizen to 
have opinions and to express them, but 
when a person expresses his opinion ir- 
responsibly and in a spirit full of preju- 
dice and fierce emotion, he does the entire 
community a disservice. Attitudes are of 
the greatest importance when dealing 
with controversial issues. Difficult prob- 
lems of this nature can never be solved 
in a climate of ignorance, hatred, anarchy 
and prejudice. We desperately need just 
now, all over our Southland, men and 
women of humility, patience, goodwill, 
discretion and restraint. We need men 
and women of disciplined emotions and 
disciplined speech. ‘He that is slow to 
anger is better than the mighty; and he 
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh 
a city” (Proverbs 16:32). If the Chris- 
tian church is not providing men and 
women of this sort, then she is failing 
in her mission! 





to them in a public lavatory. Danger can 
come to our boys from very unexpected 
quarters. Fortunately the great mass of 
teachers and those who run boys’ associa- 
tions have nothing but the good of the 
boys at heart. It is the cdd one here and 
there; and a father’s duty is to warn 
his boys. 
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And third, it is our responsibility as 
Christians to spend much time in prayer 
—first of all for ourselves, that we may 
come to know the will of God in this 
important matter of human relations, for 
his will is all that matters, and that he 
will create within us those attitudes and 
virtues which will enable us to speak 
and act and vote at all times as true fol- 
lowers of his son, Jesus Christ. 


Prayer for Leaders 


And we should spend much time in 
prayer for those in authority in our 
Boards of Education, our local govern- 
ments, and our courts, that they too, may 
seek God’s will, and that they may be 
given divine wisdom in all their deci- 
sions and pronouncements, and divine 
guidance as they lead us to a just and 
peaceful solution of our vexing problem. 

Let me remind you that, whether we 
like it or not, this problem which we 
have on our hands is more than a domes- 
tic issue. What we say and do about it 
here in the United States will have reper- 
cussions all over the world. It will affect, 
for good or ill, our relations with other 
nations and races, and it will advance or 
retard the church’s missionary enterprise 
abroad. May our Heavenly Father show 
us the way, and keep us from those atti- 
tudes and actions which would deny our 
faith and damage our influence before the 
world! 


Chicago Church to Have 
White, Negro Ministers 


Cuicaco (RNS)—First Presbyterian 
church here, the city’s oldest Protestant 
church, will have two ministers—one 
white and one Negro—starting Oct. 20. 

The announcement was made by 
Harold L. Bowman, 68, retiring white 
pastor of the congregation. He said the 
pastors were decided upon because of 
the church’s increasing Negro member- 
ship. 

Named to replace him as co-ministers 
are Ulysses B. Blakeley, 46, of Phila- 
delphia, a Negro, and Charles T. Leber, 
Jr., 35, of Detroit. 





The New Book by | 


MARGARET 
T. APPLEGARTH 








| Twelve _ 
Baskets Full 


Inspiring stories of Christian stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure. “It is the finest 
book in the Christian stewardship field .. . 
immediately useful to pastors and speakers as 
a source of illustrations. It should be in 
every women’s group.”—T. K. THompson, 
Executive Secretary, Department of Steward- 
ship and Benevolence, National Council of 
Churches. 
At your bookseller $3.00 


HARPER & BROTHERS, N.Y. 16 








and Supply Catalog. 


Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Georgia 








. . . the new books coming out in October. Publishers throughout 
the country are releasing their latest books this month—books to 
satisfy every taste and a variety of needs. Haven’t been able to find 
just what you want? Need new material for a speech or a Sunday 
school lesson? Can't find the right gift for the friend who’s read 
everything? Look over the new books offered by your Presbyterian 
Book Stores. If you can’t browse in person, write for the 1958 Book 


Presbyterian Book Stores 


Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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EDITORIAL 


Mississippi Infiltration? 


The Mississippi Synod’s committee, 
investigating the possible infiltration of 
disloyal persons into its ranks, is now 
convassing members of the synod for 
information. 

Our part in this strange episode should 
be kept very clear. For some months 
prior to our June 17, 1957 story, we were 
approached by members of the Synod of 
Mississippi who were concerned about 
what they felt was happening in their 
midst—evidence they had in writing plus 
what they saw. They were convinced 
that the synod and the church-at-large 
should be alerted to the situation. After 
collecting the material which they had 
in hand, we wrote the story as a report 
to our readers. The story was checked 
by our sources of information before it 
was published here. Then we printed it, 
along with letters from an Orthodox Pres- 
byterian official, taken from photostatic 
copies of the original. 

That is our part—that of a reporter 
of the concern of some Mississippi Pres- 
byterians. Were they in error in what 
they considered to be a trend? It would 
please us greatly to report that they were 
mistaken. Or, did the printing of this 
correspondence bring about a modifica- 
tion of tactics and a change in the efforts 
being directed toward the Synod of Mis- 
sissippi? If it did, then the committee 
may have difficulty in finding present 
tendencies to support the earlier suspi- 
cions. 

It would seem, however, that some of 
those who are now discussing the Mis- 
sissippi situation are overlooking the 
letter of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
church official, which we carried in our 
June 17 issue, in which the chief execu- 
tive said: 














“A number of our men who are in full 
sympathy with the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church have entered the Southern Presby- 
terian Church with an ultimate view of 
coming into the OPC with their congrega- 
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tions if the time arises in the Southern 
church when it unites with the Northern 
church, or if the liberalism becomes un- 
controllable there. 

“There is one particularly bright spot 
in the Southern church and that is the 
Synod of Mississippi. A Westminster 
Seminary graduate is in that synod and 
teaches at Belhaven College, which is 
under the control of the synod. He and 
some others in the synod are very anxious 
that the synod be filled with ministers of 
the right calibre. I should judge that 
there would be a fine fellowship in such 
a synod, and you really would not be out 
of the atmosphere of the Orthodox Pres- 
byterian Church. ... 

“TI do think that the Synod of Missis- 
sippi, under the present conditions, would 
be a very good place to try to locate and 
it would help the whole movement for the 
Reformed Faith more than in any other 
spot that I can think of outside the OPC.” 


Advances by Women 


Reuters, the news gathering agency, 
reported recently that Asian women from 
16 countries who met recently in a United 
Nations seminar, think they have moved 
a long way toward equality for women 
since World War II. This has come 
about, they say, without any of the bitter 
struggles that marked the progress gained 
earlier in Europe. 

As they see it, there are two chief 
reasons for the present gains: 

1. The liberal attitude of male legis- 
lators in many newly independent Asian 
countries in writing women’s rights into 
the new Constitution. 

2. The United Nations which has been 
pressing for equal rights for women. 

The equal rights amendment to the 
U. S. Constitution has been approved by 
the Senate Judiciary Committee but the 
House committee has taken no action on 
a similar bill. A similar amendment 
was approved by the Senate in the 81st 
and 83rd Congress, only to die without 
action by the House of Representatives. 


Brewers’ Woes 


The brewers are worried. During the 
past ten years while population has in- 
creased, the sale of beer has been stuck 
at 85 million barrels a year. 

Almost $100 million a year goes for 
beer advertising, but the brewers look at 
the fact that in 1947 (before TV) they 
sold 87,172,334 barrels. So, they are 
making plans along with their public 
relations experts. These quotations fore- 
cast something of what we may expect: 

“We consider newspapers the most im- 
portant communications key. To get beer 
back into the ascendancy, we believe its 
social prestige must be raised. Beer for 
too long has been known as the poor 
man’s drink, associated with stag parties, 
prize fights and smokers. 

“In reality it is by tradition a family 
drink. It is no more a masculine than 
a feminine beverage. Beer can and will 
be re-established as the sexless light, 
bright beverage of moderation.” 

So says a public relations executive, 
mapping the campaign. 


Magazine promotion for the past ten 
years on the theme of “home life and 
beer belongs” is counted a failure, but 
the “live and let live theme” is in for 
more emphasis along this line: 

“I’m convinced that many of those who 
speak out against the old American cus- 
tom of enjoying a glass of beer after work 
are just parroting what they’ve heard 
others say. It’s better to get the facts— 
then make up our own minds—and permit 
our neighbors to do the same.” 

One encouraging cloud on the brewers’ 
horizon is a report by Gobel that after a 
big drop of almost 50% from 1953 to 
1956, the sudsy tide is climbing again. 
But the president is not discouraged for 
he looks to the future: 

“The real answer to our industry prob- 
lem—I hope—lies in the coming of age of 
millions of today’s young people. Since 
our tremendous postwar population 
growth has been chiefly at the bottom, 
within another year or so the number of 
people turning 21 each year will increase 
by the millions. For the past few years 
the number of persons turning 21 each 
year has been declining annually, so in a 
couple of years those of us in the brewing 
industry will welcome the ‘war babies’ 
with open arms.” 

Now you know what to expect—with 
all the help that can be brought to bear 
by Ph.D. motivation research specialists. 


Southern Conference 


Earlier this year (Apr. 23-25) a Con- 
ference on Christian Faith and Human 
Relations was held in Nashville, Tenn., 
to face some of the urgent issues of the 
South today and particularly the role of 
the church in the present racial tensions. 
The report of the meeting is now avail- 
able, with printed talks by Martin Luther 
King, Merrimon Cunniggim, Herman 
Long, Francis P. Miller and others. 
Copies of the 32-page pamphlet at $1 
are available at Fellowship of Southern 
Churchmen, Black Mountain, N. C., or 
Will D. Campbell, 1716 West End Ave., 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Rural Church Needs 


W. E. Garnett, long a noted rural 
sociologist, has completed a highly sig- 
nificant study, now published as The 
Virginia Rural Church and Related In- 
fluence, 1900-1950.* Dr. Garnett, now 
retired from the faculty of the Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute, stresses these two 
needs arising out of his study which the 
rural church must face: 

1. The challenge for religious-moral 
ethical training. 

2. The challenge to greater cooperative 
effort. 

In making these points he holds up 
imperatives which congregations have no 
right to evade or deny if they are true 
to their mission. 





*Bulletin 479, Virginia Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station, Blacksburg, Va. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





a6 a ee a le 


A th = ff 4A iw OOhUr.ULUCUF SCO 


ss 


S00 OO m= rs OO fs 


id 
ut 
or 


ho 
18- 


rd 


— 


nit 


rs’ 
ra 


in. 
for 


ob- 


nce 
on 
om, 
of 
ase 
ars 
ach 
‘ing 
ies’ 


vith 
year 
ists. 


on- 
nan 
nn., 
the 
e of 
ons. 
yail- 
ther 
man 
ners. 
t $1 
hern 
oy OF 
Ave., 


rural 
sig- 
The 
1 In- 
now 
ginia 
» two 


h the 
noral 
rative 
ls up 


ve no 
» true 


al Ex- 


LOOK 





SHRINKERS WE DO NOT NEED 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“See that you do not despise one of 
these little ones.” —Matthew 18:10. 


HE OTHER DAY we were think- 

ing about professional shrinkers and 
how useful they are. We were even 
being a little wishful for an extension 
of the business. This would be a better 
world if some people, institutions and 
ideas were pre-shrunk before the cus- 
tomers took them home. (OUTLOOK, 
Sept. 30.) 

But there is another side to this. There 
are shrinkers we do not need, people who 
are “always belittlin’.” They are often 
of small stature themselves and they try 
to cut everything down to their own size. 
If the shrinkers are needed to reduce 
what is blown up much too large, shrink- 
ers are not needed to make small what is 
really great, despise what calls for re- 
spect, laugh at what is serious, scorn 
what they cannot understand. 

The Bible mentions many such. The 
book of Proverbs pays many disrespects 
to the fool who despises wisdom (Prov. 
1:7). Whether it comes from his parents 
or teachers or from experience, the fool 
makes light of it. It requires trouble to 
be wise; one has to know a great deal to 
begin with. The fool will say, ‘““Knowl- 
edge isn’t everything,” and think he has 
thereby demolished wisdom. ‘The fool 
counts noses, and finding his kind in the 
majority, he concludes that the wise, 
being a small flock (and not always well 
paid) must be the real fools. What the 
fool cannot understand, he ridicules. 
Unable to manage the wise, or long con- 
trol him, he takes satisfaction in belit- 
tling him. 

Again, “He who despises his neighbor 
is a sinner” (Prov. 14:21). In Jesus’ 
parable of the Good Samaritan, one may 
guess that one of the reasons why the 
priest and the Levite left the victim of 
the robbers lying in the road, was that 
he happened not to be either priest or 
Levite. They would have helped their 
own kind, no doubt. Then the man was 
obviously inferior, otherwise how would 
he have got into trouble? He wasn’t 
strong enough to fight off the robbers, 
not smart enough to dodge them—and 
therefore not worth helping. 





UCH logic is not out of date, though 

always out of line. “White suprem- 
acy” is not the only form of belittling 
abroad in the land today. There is City 
Supremacy and Wealth Supremacy and 
American Supremacy, to name a few. 
One motive back of the general unwill- 
ingness of the strong to help the weak is 
the notion that the weak are trifling, not 
worth helping. Whether it is white peo- 
ple setting up inferior schools for colored 
children, or congressmen voting against 
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federal aid for the children of sub- 
marginal areas, or senators paring down 
foreign aid to a pittance, or people with 
more wealth than they know what to do 
with objecting to being taxed for any 
sort of welfare project, or members of 
great churches not being able to “see” 
foreign missions—lurking somewhere 
will be found the belittling impulse. See- 
ing our neighbor in shrunken dimensions 
through the wrong end of our telescope, 
we find his small size a large excuse for 
not minding him at all. 

Zechariah mentions those who despise 
the day of small things (Zech. 4:10). 
Sometimes it is good to despise those 
days, at least not to be content with them. 
But sometimes the belittling of the day 
of small things leads to refusal to have 
anything to do with a person or a project 
before it is a smashing success. People 
move to a strange city and rather than 
join the new little struggling church in 
their neighborhood they drive to a much 
bigger one with a “name” preacher. And 
when the little church is about to become 
a big one, instead of sending for a young 
architect who may some day be famous 
and will work hard on his rare commis- 
sions, they will look to a successful archi- 
tect who already has more than he can 
well do. 


HERE is no room here for all the 

brands of belittling, all the tribes of 
shrinkers, mentioned in the Bible. There 
was Michal, despising her gay husband, 
low-rating him because she did not un- 
derstand him (II Sam. 6:16). There 
were the people in Timothy’s congrega- 
tion, looking down on him because he was 
young. One can just hear them talking 
before the congregational meeting: “Yes, 
I know he has a fine family and he 
works hard at his study and his sermons 
are good and he got his training under 
Bishop Paul . . . but he’s so young!” 
(I Tim. 4:12) There was the king de- 
nounced in bitter words by Ezekiel, who 
despised his own pledged word. “A 
scrap of paper,” he might have said 
about his treaty, as a king in Germany 
was to say about treaties centuries after- 
wards (Ezek. 17:16, 18). 

Then there were those grown people 
whom Jesus specially warned: ‘See that 
you do not despise one of these little 
ones” (Matt. 18:10). This is one of the 


commonest and one of the worst types of 
Shrinkers, the sort of person who looks 
down on children and young people. An 
elder in the church defended his position 
as one who always sat on any proposal 
the young people would make: “Why 
do we have to cater to them? After all, 
they contribute very little!” Very little 
money, you mean, Mr. Shrinker. That 
may be true. But don’t some of these 
young people, yes, even the little chil- 
dren, put in a larger proportion of what 
they have than some of you successful 
business men? And besides, if money 
were all the contribution you could ex- 
pect from church members, we could all 
save a lot of time and trouble by staying 
modestly at home and sending a small 
check now and then. (Which is just 
about all some Shrinkers do.) No con- 
tribution from the young people? Are 
freshness, enthusiasm, devotion no con- 
tribution? Is the fact that the young 
people in many a church really put out 
more to study their religion than many 
grown people do, no contribution? To 
despise the “little ones” is to despise the 
only class of people Jesus ever held up 
as a model. To despise the young is to 
belittle the very age of the people whom 
Jesus is said to have loved. (He loved 
everyone, no doubt; that his love for 
youth is recorded may be because it was 
so unusual.) 


OST incredible of all, there are 

those whom the Bible speaks of as 
belittlers of God. One can understand 
rebellion better than this. Nevertheless 
there were those (Ezek. 22:8, Mal. 1:6, 
Num. 11:20, Isa. 5:24), and there still 
are, who look down on God himself. 
Because he is patient, they think he is 
weak; because he is longsuffering, they 
suppose he is lax. Because he speaks 
through men of stammering lips they 
fancy he has not spoken at all. Because 
he does not fill their specifications, they 
will not believe he exists. 

In C. S. Lewis’ parable of heaven and 
hell, The Great Divorce, hell turns out 
to be located in a crack. Those who live 
by trying to shrink persons and truths 
greater than themselves, not stopping 
even with God, are in grave danger of 
falling into their own vats, growing 
smaller and smaller till at last they find 
even a crack in the universe too windy 
and too wide. 
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Tanganyika Footnote 


De-Jobbed Printer 


New York (SpeEciIAL)—At the an- 
nual meeting of the National Council of 
Churches’ Africa Committee last week, 
the foreign missions leaders took time out 
from business to consider the plight of 


LUTHER’S WORKS 


LUTHER ON ST. JOHN’S GOSPEL 

Edited by Jaroslav Pelikan, trans- 
lated by Martin H. Bartram. Here 
one can understand the power his 
hearers found in Luther’s preaching, 
because here one can see the power 
Luther found in the Scriptures. 
Vol. 22. $6.00 


CAREER OF THE REFORMER 

Edited by Harold J. Grimm. Mile- 
stones on young Luther’s road to 
reformation—Luther gives the facts 
on which his actions in his forma- 
tive years were based. Vol. 31.$5.00 





Strikingly and unmistakably 
contemporary—an invaluable 
message from one of the great 
voices of the past. 


Also available: 

SELECTED PSALMS | Vol. 12. $5.00 
SELECTED PSALMS II Vol. 13. $5.00 
SERMON ON THE MOUNT AND 

THE MAGNIFICAT Vol. 21. $4.50 


MUHLENBERG PRESS , 
Philadelphia vi 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
St. Louis 









tion daily. 








This Happy Brood 


Keeping our friendships in repair is worth far more than the price. 
Friends of the Fund find their attachment increasing as the years 
pass. Those longest in this Family are loudest in its praises. 


Good reasons can be found for such acclaim. Above all, the Fund’s 
habit of sharing its prosperity makes friends and attracts the clergy 
so that “This Happy Breed” of ministers grows in size and satisfac- 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


ALexanver Mackie, President 


1717 — Two Hundred Forty Years — 1957 








10 


a Tanganyikan who had been fired from 
his job with a local printer. 

To get his job back again, he sent his 
ormer boss the following letter—pre- 
pared with the help of the village’s pro- 
fessional letter-writer. 


“Kind Sir, 

On opening this epistle you will be- 
hold the work of a de-jobbed person 
and very be-wifed and much children- 
ised gentlemen who was violently de- 
jobbed in a twinkling by your good self. 

For heaven's sake, sir consider this 
catastrophy as falling on your own 
head, and remind yourself on walking 
home at the moon's end, to five savage 
wives and sixteen voracious children, 
with your pockets filled with no existent 
£.s.d. or solitary sixpence. PITY MY 
HORRIBLE STATE! As to the reason 
given by yourself Esquire for my de- 
jobment, the incrimination was laziness. 

No Sir. It were impossible that my- 
self which had pitched sixteen infant 
children into this vale of terror can 
have a lazy atom in his normal frame, 
and the sudden departure of 7 pounds 
has left me on the verge of destitution 
and despair. I hope this vision of hor- 
ror will invade your dreams this night 
and the good angels will melt and pul- 
verize your heart of nether millstone, so 
that you will awaken and, with such 
alacrity as may be compatible with 
your personal safety, will hasten to 
re-jobulate your servant. 

So be it, 

Amen, 
Yours despairingly,” 


The much be-wifed man was rejobbed. 


Biography of Kagawa 


A biography of Toyohiko Kagawa is 
being prepared by Mrs. John Fletcher, 
an American poet, now doing research on 
the Japanese Christian leader in that 
country. Dr. Kagawa is reported to be 
among those under consideration as a 
candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
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USA Board to Build 
Training Center 


Construction of a $600,000 training 
center for overseas workers at Stony 
Point, N. Y., has been approved by the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A. 


The action marked the conclusion of a 
two-day meeting of the board in New 
York City at which special reports traced 
progress in the integration of overseas 
missions into national churches. 

The training center will be constructed 
on the Gilmor-Sloane property at Stony 
Point, which is owned by the Board of 
Foreign Missions and is used for mis- 
sionary residences and conferences. An 
administration building, three residential 
halls and a nursery school will be con- 
structed to provide space for training all 
church personnel, lay and clergy, bound 
for overseas posts. 

Construction of the new training center 
will make possible two annual training 
programs a year instead of the single, 
five-month course now offered and an 
expanded program of orientation for per- 
sons visiting the United States from 
overseas. 


U.P.-U.S.A. Training 


Among the reports received by the 
board was an account of a study fel- 
lowship now underway at a temporary 
location at Mount Freedom, N. J., where 
45 from the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
and 10 from the United Presbyterian 
Church are receiving special training 
and orientation for new overseas posts. 


Progress as well as problems of inte- 
grating missions into national Protestant 
churches overseas were reported by lead- 
ers of the Foreign Mission staff. 


Charles T. Leber, general secretary of 
the board, reported on the successful inte- 
gration last summer in Thailand, where 
the 129-year-old mission of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., was transferred 
to the administration of the United 
Church of Christ in Thailand. This 
followed integration of missions in 
Japan, India, the Philippines and Chile. 

Harold B. Walker, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Evanston, IIl., and 
a board member, told of the progress in 
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Korea where a similar integration pro- 
gram is being worked out with the Korean 
Presbyterian Church. 

Problems of the Near East were re- 
viewed by Rodney A. Sundberg, staff 
secretary for the area, who told of prog- 
ress in Iran, Syria and. Lebanon, and 
urged mission integration with national 
Christian churches. He warned that a 
major effort to increase support in Iraq 
is necessary if Christian work is to be 
continued there at all. 


Transfer in Brazil 


Peter K. Emmons, president of the 
Board of Foreign Missions and pastor 
of the Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Scranton, Penn., reported on a special 
trip last summer to visit Protestant 
church and mission operations in Brazil. 
An agreement was worked out, he said, 
to transfer the MacKenzie Institute in 
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Sao Paulo, to a Brazilian board of di- 
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Presbyterian educational institution in 
Brazil. 
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CHURCH MUSIC 
James R. Sydnor, Editor 


Children’s Choirs 


MADELINE DEAN INGRAM 


(Continued from last week) 


If | Were a Parent, | Would: 

Urge my children, by my show of in- 
terest, to join a choir, recognizing that 
the choir program is an important branch 
of Christian education. 

Support my children by seeing that 
they are punctual in attendance, knowing 
full well that otherwise they are the 
losers. I would see to it that no dental 
appointments, etc., are made on that day. 

Realize the necessity and value in 
weekday contact with the church. 

Be prompt to tell my children when 
music sung by their choir has added to 
my worship consciousness. 

Encourage my children to take ad- 
vantage of the free courses of music 
study offered by the church. 

Speak in enthusiastic terms of the 
choir program in our church so that my 
children would never doubt my loyalty. 


if | Were a Director, | Would: 


Study constantly so that I might stead- 
ily grow in knowledge and in the ability 
to give my choirs something of rea] value 
at every rehearsal. 

Set my children an example in Chris- 
tian living. 

Aid in the artistic development of the 
children by teaching them much about 


MRS. T. J. INGRAM is on the music faculty 
of the Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, minister of music for Memorial 
Methodist Church, Lynchburg, Va., and 
chairman of the department of music of 
Lynchburg College. 
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many of the arts which originated in 
the church and still belong there. 

Help the children to find their places 
in the church through service to it. 

Introduce the children to only the finest 
religious music. 

Teach them that music knows no creed 
or race and that through it we may truly 
join hands with our brothers around the 
world. 


If | Were a Child, | Would: 

Join a choir in order to have added 
opportunity to indulge my innate love 
of singing. 

Welcome this opportunity to learn 
music that I would not be likely to learn 
elsewhere. 

Take advantage of this pleasant means 
of improving my musical ability. 

Enjoy this added comradeship with 
my “Sunday Friends.” 

Be glad to help my minister in lead- 
ing worship. 

Show to my church that it can count 
on me to do my share of its work. 

Sing in choir festivals, knowing that 
over most of the world boys and girls 
join together in this way to sing praises 
to our God. 


To watch the growth of a great move- 
ment such as the Children’s Choir move- 
ment is a source of much satisfaction, 
but a deeper, richer satisfaction comes 
from participation in such a program. 
If I were a Minister, a parent, a director, 
or a child I should want to find my place 
in this program which is so vital to 
PEOPLE—THE CHURCH—THE WORLD. 

To paraphrase the slogan of a popu- 
lar woman’s magazine, “Never under- 
estimate the power of a children’s choir.” 


Clerks Recommended 
To New United Church 


Among the early agreements worked 
out in regard to the union of the United 
and USA Presbyterian Churches relates 
to the Office of the General Assembly. At 
a recent meeting of the special committee 
dealing with this division it was an- 
nounced that Eugene Carson Blake, of 
the USA Assembly, will be recommended 
for election to the same office for a five- 
year term beginning next May. Samuel 
W. Shane, Stated Clerk of the United 
Presbyterian Assembly, will be recom- 
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mended as associate Stated Clerk for a 
five-year period. 

Henry Barraclough, now USA assist- 
ant Stated Clerk will be recommended 
for election as associate Stated Clerk for 
a three-year period. After a 38-year 
service, he will face the age limit for 
compulsory retirement at that time. 


Caudills Injured 


O. V. Caudill, Presbyterian, U. S., 
secretary of church architecture, Atlan- 
ta, Ga., and Mrs. Caudill were in an 
automobile accident at Morgantown, N. 
C., recently, en route to a speaking en- 
gagement in Lexington, Va. Mr. Caudill 
was released from the Morganton hos- 
pital within two days but Mrs. Caudill’s 
injuries required longer treatment. 


Australian Presbyterians 
Divide on Billy Graham 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA (RNS)—The 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia rejected a resolu- 
tion to declare its “hearty support” of a 
projected 1959 tour of the country by 
evangelist Billy Graham. 

But the Assembly voted to appoint a 
committtee to represent the Presbyterians 
at any conference of church groups in 
connection with arrangements for the 
American evangelist’s visit. 

Sharp criticism of Mr. Graham’s ap- 
proach was voiced by some delegates. 

G. Nathan, a delegate from Victoria, 
said the evangelist dealt purely with the 
emotions and this was not a healthy 
appeal. 

“T don’t think we should connect our- 
selves with this type of ministry,” he 
said. 

However, H. J. Whitney, a Queens- 
land delegate, said, “If we stand apart 
from other churches on this issue it may 
be that we will stand alone at the bar 
of time, judged unworthy of our oppor- 
tunities.” 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 











HELP WANTED 





TEACHER WANTED for Christian school. 
Wire or call W. E. Hill, Jr., Hopewell, 
Virginia. 





EXPERIENCED DIRECTOR OF Christian 

Education wanted for Arkansas church 
of 850 members. Reply stating qualifica- 
tions and availability to Box F-11, c/o 
Presbyterian Outlook. 
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP ADVENTURE 

August 1958, Manila, Tokyo (World Con- 
vention of Christian Education) Taipeh, 
Hong Kong, Australian Extension. Ask for 
details: Miss Jane Thompson, 6112 N, 11th 
St.. Philadelphia 41, Pa. 
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tearing, Chemicals, Rope ties. 200 unique 
gospel approaches. Free Sample. Arnold 
Carl Westphal, Valparaiso, Indiana. 
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THE CHRISTIAN MINISTER 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for October 20, 1957 
1 Corinthians 9. Printed Text 9:1-2,13-23, 26-27 


To what extent should a minister fore- 
go his “rights” for the sake of his parish- 
ioners? Why does he need to exercise 
self-discipline? These are questions 
which Paul discusses in 1 Corinthians 
9, but only as part of a much larger 
question. There are courses of conduct 
about which Christians differ—some hold 
that they are morally indifferent, others 
that they are morally wrong. There are 
practices which some Christians (Paul 
calls them strong Christians) can engage 
in without spiritual harm, but which, to 
other Christians (Paul calls them “weak” 
Christians), prove spiritually disastrous. 
What principles should guide a Christian 
faced with such disputed questions of 
conduct? In 1 Corinthians 8-10 Paul 
suggests two principles to guide his con- 
verts in the particular case before them 
(the eating of meats which had been 
offered to idols), but which also serve 
to guide the Christian in disputed cases 
of conduct in every age. First, says Paul, 
a Christian must be willing to forego his 
“rights,” to refrain from following a 
course of action which for him is morally 
indifferent, for the sake of others. (See 
especially 1 Corinthians 8:9-13.) Sec- 
ond, says Paul, a Christian will do well 
to consider the danger that such sup- 
posedly harmful indulgence holds for 
himself. (Read 1 Corinthians 10, espe- 
cially verse 12—“‘Let anyone who thinks 
that he stands take heed lest he fall.”’) 

In the chapter asigned for our study 
Paul illustrates the two principles (which 
we are to study more fully next week) 
in his own conduct as a minister. 


I. The Need for Self-Renunciation, 
9:1-23 
In this section of his letter Paul speaks 
of his own practice as an apostle of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, revealing how he had 
waived admitted rights for the good of 
the Christian community. 


1. Paul’s Privileges as an Apostle, 
9:1-14. The Corinthians will admit 
that Paul has the freedom that every 
other Christian possesses; that, in addi- 
tion, he possesses the rights and priv- 
ileges of an apostle. He secures this ad- 
mission from them at the outset because 
he wants them to understand that he fore- 
goes not only the ordinary rights of a 
Christian, but also the peculiar rights 
of an apostle. True, there were some 
who denied that he was to be reckoned 
as an apostle, and who claimed that he 
relinquished such rights because he never 
possessed them in the first place. But 
not the Corinthians. They knew, and 
were prepared to acknowledge that he 
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was an apostle (1) because the risen 
Christ had appeared unto him, and (2) 
because God had so richly blessed his 
work among them. This, briefly, was 
his answer to any who might dispute his 
apostolic claims (9:1-3). 

The two specific rights which Paul 
claims and which he uses to illustrate 
his point are: (1) the right to be sup- 
ported by the churches for which he 
labors; and (2) “the right to be accom- 
panied by a wife as the other apostles 
and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas” 
(Rsv). No one would question Paul’s 
right to have a wife. Paul may mean 
that he has voluntarily foregone that 
right in order to do the work of an 
apostle. Or he may mean that he has 
a right to take his wife with him on his 
journeys at the expense of the church. 
The church supports the other apostles 
and their wives. Paul, unmarried or 
a widower at the time, certainly has a 
right to look to the church for his own 
support, as does Barnabas also. 

He mentions briefly some of the rea- 
sons why a church should support its 
ministers. 

First, because it is the universal cus- 
tom. ‘Who serves as a soldier at his 
own expense? Who plants a vineyard 
without eating any of its fruit? Who 
tends a flock without getting some of the 
milk?” It may be that Paul selected 
these particular occupations at random 
—to illustrate his point that a man who 
devotes his life to a task has a right to 
be supported by that task. But the fig- 
ures also suggest three aspects of the 
minister’s work. He wages war upon 
evil and therefore deserves wages as a 
soldier; he plants churches and therefore 
deserves support as a planter; he feeds 
his congregation and therefore deserves 
reward as a shepherd. 

Second, it is the teaching of Scripture. 
Moses had said, “You shall not muzzle 
an ox when it is treading out the grain.” 
Paul does not deny that God was con- 
cerned for the oxen, but he holds that 
there is a divine principle here that ap- 
plies to men as well as oxen—the laborer 
is worthy of his hire. 

Third, there is the principle of natural 
gratitude, vs. 11. If he and Barnabas 
have brought spiritual gain to those to 
whom they ministered, it is natural that 
they should be given material support 
in turn. Fourth, there is their own prac- 
tice in the case of others, vs. 12. Fifth, 
there is the example of the Jewish priests, 
vs. 13. The Levites, “who are employed 
in the temple service get their food from 
the temple, and those who serve at the 


altar (the priests) share in the sacrificial 
offering.” The Christian ministry surely 
has the same right. Finally, there is the 
explicit command of the Lord, that those 
who proclaim the gospel should get their 
living by the gospel, vs. 14. The refer- 
ence here is to Jesus’ instruction to the 
twelve and later to the seventy on their 
preaching mission (see Matthew 10:10; 
Luke 10:7). 

2. Paul’s Renunciation of his Apos- 
tolic Right, vss. 15-23. Paul has gone 
to some pains to establish the fact— 
which could hardly be denied—that he 
had a right to be supported by the 
churches to which he had given his life. 
“But I have made no use of any of these 
rights,” he adds, “nor am I writing this 
to secure any such provision” (vs. 15). 
“For,” he continues, “I would rather die 
than have anyone deprive me of my 
ground for boasting.” He goes on to 
explain that preaching the gospel affords 
no ground for boasting—for he cannot 
help preaching, and surely no one de- 
serves credit for doing what he must. 
His only ground of boasting is not his 
preaching of the gospel, but his gratui- 
tous preaching—he finds joy and satis- 
faction in preaching without pay (vs. 
16). Verse 17 is difficult at best, but 
the KjJv with its “dispensation of the 
gospel” is especially misleading. Phil- 
lips’ translation brings out the meaning 
of the passage: “I take no special pride 
in the fact that I preach the gospel. I 
feel compelled to do so; I should be 
utterly miserable if I failed to preach 
it. If I do this work because I choose 
to do so, then I am entitled to a reward. 
But if it is no choice of mine, but a 
sacred responsibility put upon me, what 
can I expect in the way of reward?” In 
vs. 18 he answers that he finds his re- 
ward in the satisfaction that comes from 
preaching the gospel “free of charge.” 

In vss. 15-18 Paul has explained why 
he declined to exercise his right to sup- 
port at the hand of the church. In vss. 
19-23 he enlarges on his reason for fore- 
going not only the right of maintenance 
but other rights as well. Freedom for 
him does not mean freedom to do as he 
pleases—but freedom to serve. He is 
willing to forego his rights, to restrict 
his freedom, to bring himself under 
bondage, as it were, in order that he 
might bring more men to Christ. Some 
of his rights he gave up for the sake 
of the Jews. He did not feel obligated 
to observe many of the Jewish customs; 
he insisted that they be not imposed on 
his Gentile converts; nonetheless, since 
he himself was a Jew, he continued to 
observe many of these customs in order 
that he might not needlessly offend them 
and thus make it more difficult for them 
to hearken to the gospel; “to those under 
the law,” he continued, including under 
this head not only Jews but also prose- 
lytes to the Jewish religion, “I became 
as one under the law—though not being 
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myself under the law—that I might win 
those under the law” (vs. 20). “To those 
outside the law’—that is, to the Gen- 
tiles, who did not accept the Mosaic 
Law, he became as one outside the law. 
For example, when he was with Gentiles 
he did not observe Jewish dietary laws 
but ate meats which an orthodox Jew 
would have regarded as unclean. Thiis 
did not mean that he took on the color 
of his surroundings recognizing no moral 
obligation. The law which he recognized, 
the law which he obeyed, under all cir- 
cumstances, with all kinds and conditions 
of men, was the law of Christ, which is 
the law of love. 

“The law of Christ which has set him 
free from the Law of Moses, does not 
leave him free to do as he pleases; it con- 
trols him (2 Cor. 5:14), and keeps him 
from wandering to other objects than the 
service of God and man. In obedience 
to this law of Christ, which is the law of 
love, he foregoes his rights as an apostle, 
making the gospel free of charge, not 
making full use of his right in the gospel” 
(F. B. Clogg). 

It is in obedience to this law that he 
accommodates himself as far as possible, 
just so far as love in Christ would sug- 
gest, and no further, to the conventions, 
and even the prejudices of men. So 
when he was with the “weak,” i.e., the 
over-scrupulous, he sympathized with 
their scruples, abstaining from things 
which seemed to them (though not to be 
him) to be wrong. 
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In vss. 22-23 he draws the general 
principle: “I have become all things 
to all men, that I might by all means save 
some. I do it all for the sake of the 
gospel, that I may share in its blessings.” 
All things, of course, within the limits 
of the law of Christ; not in the sense of 
the sacrifice of principle, but “in the 
operation of a wide reaching sympathy 
which enabled him, without compromis- 
ing his own convictions to approach all 
men from their most accessible side.” 
As Clarence Tucker Craig comments, 
“The gospel cannot be preached (success- 
fully), except as the missionary takes his 
place beside those whom he would win.” 


ll. The Need for Self-Denial, 
9:24-27 


In 9:1-23 Paul explains that he denies 
himself for the sake of others, as in the 
previous chapter he had urged the Corin- 
thians themselves to do. In Chapter 10 
he urges a second principle—“let any 
one who thinks that he stands take heed 
lest he fall.”” (10:12). All of us need 
to exercise self-discipline, no matter how 
strong and secure we feel ourselves to be 
—and there are some things that we do 
well to deny ourselves because the danger 
may prove greater than we anticipate. 
To prepare the way for this second prin- 
ciple which should guide our conduct in 
cases of disputed morality Paul recog- 
nizes that without self-discipline there 
is a danger that he (and therefore by in- 
ference we and all other Christians) 
might be finally lost. 

In the Old Testament the life of a 
teligious man is often referred to as a 
walk or as a pilgrimage. In the New 
Testament it is more often referred to as 
a race, perhaps because the apostles felt 
more keenly the need for exertion and 
discipline if one was to play a worthy 
part in life. 

Paul liked in particular to picture the 
Christian life under figures drawn from 
the Greek games, like those held every 
second year in Corinth. Contestants in 
these games must give satisfactory proof 
that for ten months they had undergone 
the necessary preliminary training. 

“For thirty-days before the contests all 
candidates were required to attend exer- 
cises at the gymnasium and only when 
they had fulfilled all such conditions were 
they allowed to contend in the sight of the 
assembled throngs. The herald proclaim- 
ed the name and the country of each 
contestant and also announced the name 


of the victor who was crowned with a 
garland of pine leaves or ivy.” 


This distinction was greatly coveted 
and highly regarded not only by the spec- 
tators but also by the victor’s fellow- 
townsmen after his return. 

Paul refers to these games because he 
wants to emphasize the need of self-dis- 
cipline and self-control in the life of a 
Christian. “Do you not know that in 
a race all the runners compete, but only 
one receives the prize?” Does Paul mean 


that only a few can attain the prize which 
Christ holds out. Not at all. But he 
does mean it is a race in which we are 
engaged and that if we are to win there 
must be strenuous and disciplined effort. 
Not everyone puts forth sufficient energy 
to win. 

Having stressed the need of spiritual 
discipline, Paul proceeds to describe its 
nature, again illustrating his theme from 
the Isthmian games. Anyone who goes 
into an athletic contest, says Paul, goes 
into the strictest sort of physical train- 
ing, including self-denial and exercise. 
The Christian must be no less earnest 
about his spiritual training. The athlete 
denies himself any harmful indulgence. 
So the Christian must exercise “‘self- 
control in all things.” And when the 
contest has begun there must be no 
wavering, no looking back, no uncer- 
tainty about the goal. “I do not run 
aimlessly,” says Paul, “I do not box as 
one beating the air.” The boxer does 
not waste his blows but plants them. 
Much spiritual activity is wasted because 
it has no definite spiritual aim. Paul, 
like a skillful boxer, makes his blow 
tell. But there is a difference. Boxers 
seek to strike someone else’s body. Paul, 
who wishes all Christians to follow his 
example, strikes his own body. “I pom- 
mel my body and subdue it.” He does 
not, of course, regard his body as evil. 
Nonetheless its desires and appetites 
must always be kept under control. And 
there are some practices which must be 
avoided. But Paul’s emphasis is not on 
the negatives of life. He subdued his 
body, as the context reveals, by employ- 
{ng it unsparingly in the service of God. 
As H. L. Goudge writes, “The real se- 
curity against the body being master lies 
in a complete response to the divine call 
for service (Gal. 5:16).” 

Paul has described the need and the 
nature of spiritual discipline; in the last 
place he speaks of the motive. Athletes 
undergo strenuous discipline to win a 
corruptible crown. The Greek victor 
received the homage of the entire nation. 
But still it was a perishable crown 
awarded him. If he was willing to make 
such exertions for such a crown, what 
should not the Christian do to secure an 
imperishable crown? There was also 
a negative side to the whole business. 
“T pommel my body and subdue it, lest 
after preaching to others I myself should 
be disqualified.” 

Paul did not take his own salvation 
for granted. If continued discipline was 
necessary for him, it is not less so for us. 


For Further Discussion 

What need is there for self-renuncia- 
tion, for self-denial today—in the life 
of a Christian? Is there any difference 
in this respect between a minister and 
an ordinary church member? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education. National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE GREAT AWAKENING IN NEW ENG- 
LAND. By Edwin Scott Gaustad. Harper and 
Brothers, N.Y. 173 pp., $3.00. 

The Great Awakening, America’s first 
religious “revival” was the most far- 
reaching and transforming religious event 
of the Colonial period. As Williston 
Walker, the eminent historian, wrote in 
1918: “It was not only a tremendous 
quickening of the Christian life, it 
changed the conception of entrance on 
that life in a way that profoundly affects 
the majority of American churches to 
the present day.” Now that Billy Graham 
has once more made revivalism a topic 
of general interest, a restudy of the 
Great Awakening is both instructive and 
timely. 

Dr. Gaustad’s treatment is basically 
sympathetic, yet properly objective, schol- 
arly and critical in the best sense of the 
term. 

More important than the story of the 
revival, more important perhaps than the 
acount of its institutional and theological 
effects, which the author traces in master- 
ly fashion, is his account of the great 
debate over the revival and its signifi- 
cance, culminating in a discussion of the 
nature of religion itself. Jonathan Ed- 
wards, one of America’s greatest theolo- 
gical minds, if not the very greatest, de- 
fended the revival; Charles Chauncey, 
one of New England’s most influential 
ministers, opposed it. Edwards was not 
blind to the faults of the revival, far 
from it. He recognized and lamented its 
many weaknesses, but he believed that 
God’s hand could be discerned in the 
revival, despite its limitations. Empha- 
sizing the revival’s faults, Chauncey held 
that it could not be a work of Ged. But 
the difference of the two men ran deeper. 
Chauncey held that religion was a mat- 
ter for the reason only; Edwards argued 
that “true religion in great part, consists 
in holy affection”; it is a matter of the 
whole man, and emotion, even if it gets 
out of hand at times, cannot be ignored. 

Dr. Gaustad’s story of the Great 
Awakening is not only of great historical 
interest; it is of present-day significance 
as we think of revivalism, of the legiti- 
mate claims of both mind and heart, and 
of the real nature of the religious life. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


THE FREEDOM TO BECOME YOURSELF. 
By Roy Abram Burkhart. Prentice-Hall, Inc. 
Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 264 pp., $4.95. 

This volume is one of the present day 
“the power of” books in which the author 
gives much practical wisdom and guid- 
ance to those who have failed to find 
“abundant living.” Experiences from 
a vital ministry by the author enable 
the reader to see his own needs; particu- 
larly the need to become his real self, 
and how those needs can be met through 
prayer, faith and cooperative experience, 
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Dr. Burkhart is a personal counsellor, 
learned in modern psychology, social 
service, domestic and industrial relations. 
Those who seek the best in marital and 
pre-marital counsel and in parent-child 
relationship find help in his writings and 
in the clinics of the First Community 
Church of Columbus, Ohio. 

The very attractive manner in which 
the author expresses himself adds to the 
pleasure and profit in reading this book. 
Dr. Burkhart’s personal magnetism and 
Christian radiance are revealed on every 
page. 

This reviewer disagrees with Dr. Burk- 
hart’s idea of universal salvation in such 
a statement as “every person ultimately 
comes through; I do not think anyone is 
eternally lost” (page 211). At the con- 
clusion of the reading of the volume he 
wishes that the writer had emphasized 
throughout the book the vital truth that 
“I can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth me”. This word is sadly 
lacking in the production. After all is 
said and done, “the freedom to become 
yourself” is not Christian liberty unless 
the Lord of life becomes the lord of the 
individual self. “Finding and knowing 
your real self” is not the means of “‘win- 
ning strength, happiness, achievement 
and security.” Only in finding and 
knowing the Eternal and Incarnate Son 
of God do we find and know our real 
self and what to do about the awful 
discovery of our inadequacy, for our ade- 
quacy is found in him who is the way 
and truth of life. 

LEONARD W. TOPPING. 
Spartanburg, S. C. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Healing Power of Faith. Will Ours- 
ler. Hawthorn Books, Inc., N. Y. $4.95. 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ (Re- 
vised). Donald W. Richardson. John Knox 
Press, Richmond. $1.50, paper. 

Dally Readings from the RSV Bible. 
Harold Lindsell. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$2.00, cloth. $5, leather. 

An Introduction to the Apocrypha. Bruce 
M. Metzger. Oxford University Press, N. 
z.. 

Your Church and Your Community. 
Huber F. Klemme. Christian Education 
Press, Philadelphia. $1.25, paper. $1.75, 
cloth. 

Missionary Mama. Ruth Seamands. 
Greenwich Book Publishers, Inc., N. Y. 
$2.75. 

Racial Discrimination and Private Edu- 
eation. Arthur S. Miller. U. of N. C. Press, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. $3.50. 

Citadel, Market and Altar. Spencer 
Heath. Science of Society Foundation, 
Elkridge, Md. $5. 

. Jeb: Poet of Existence. Samuel Terrien. 
Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc., Indianapolis. $3.75. 

Home Dedication Service. S. W. Hutton. 
Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. 50¢, paper. 

The Next Day. James A. Pike. Double- 
day & Co., N. Y. $2.75. 

Sing Out the Glory. Gladys Hasty Car- 
roll. Little, Brown & Co., Boston. $4. 

Pentecostal Preaching. Guy P. Duf- 
field, Jr. Vantage Press, N. Y. $2.50. 

The Hebrew Iliad. Wm. G. Pollard & 





Robt. H. Pfeiffer. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$2.50. 


~ OUR NEW BOOKS 


Letting Ged 
Aelpe You 


John A. Redhead. How 
believing Christians can 
find strength for daily liv- 
ing through a vital rela- 
tionship with God. $2 





YOUTH PROGRAMS 
FOR CHRISTIAN 
GROWTH 


Ruth Schroeder. 32 com- 
plete worship programs 
for youth, on basic Chris- 
tian beliefs and growth in 
Christian discipleship. $3 


GROUP SOCIALS 
FOR EVERY MONTH 


Jane Kirk. 70 complete 
socials, arranged by 
months; a section on 
large-scale entertain- 
ments; helps on food 
service. $2.95 


A TEEN-AGER’S 
GUIDE TO 
PERSONAL. 
SUCCESS 


Erma Paul Ferrari. 
Friendly, helpful advice, 
from the Christian view- 
point, on the teen-ager’s 
personal affairs, $2 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








- S&S. Ministers 

Ernest J. Arnold has been elected presi- 
dent of the Protestant Radio and Tele- 
vision Center, Inc., Atlanta, Ga., succeed- 
ing John M. Alexander who died Aug. 7. 
Since 1954 Mr. Arnold has been vice- 
president and treasurer of the center. 
He was formerly director of the South- 
eastern office of the National Council of 
Churches and earlier was director of the 
North Carolina Council of Churches. 

Arthur M. Field, Jr., Knoxville, Tenn., 
will become director of adult education 
for the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of 
Education, Richmond, Va., this month. 

Joseph W. Everett, of the First A. R. 
Presbyterian church, Atlanta, Ga., will be- 
come pastor of the First church, Rock 
Hill, S. C. 

Joseph H. Carter, head of the Bible 
Department of Lees-McRae College, has 
been elected acting president of the Edgar 
Tufts Memorial Association, of Banner 
Elk, N. C. Dr. Carter will serve until a 
permanent president has been named. 

Walter C. Easton, Jr., from Mexia, Tex- 
as, to 1838 Delmar St., Garland, Texas. 

Howard McK. Wilson, formerly of 
Fishersville, Va., has become pastor of 
the Mossy Creek Church, Rt. 1, Mt. Solon, 
Va. Dr. Wilson was named this year as 
“Rural Minister of the Year” in Virginia. 

Ira H. Rawles, from Candor, N. C., to 
Chinquapin, N. C., November 1. 

Walter F. Henning, Jr., formerly as- 
sistant pastor of Westminster church, 
Beaumont, Texas, is now pastor of the 
Robbins Memorial church, 195 Iowa St., 
Beaumont, Texas. 

James L. Russell, from Decatur, Ga., to 
the Allendale, S. C., church. 

Lachlan C. Vass, Jr., from Luebo to 
APCM, Mutoto, Belgian Congo, Africa. 

R. A. Wailes, from Courtland, Ala., to 
631 Emerald Ave., Lake Wales, Fla. 

Edwin F. Kagin, formerly of the 
Madisonville, Ky. (USA), church is now 
serving the Immanuel church (U.S.), 3820 
Winn Rd., Kansas City 16, Mo. 

Instructors in Bible at Davidson College 
this year will include John B. Evans, who 
has been taking graduate work at the 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland, and 
Woodrow McKay, assistant pastor of the 
First church, Salisbury, N. C. 
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USA Ministers 
Mebane Ramsay, from Hagerman, N. 
Mex., to 1212 W. Mathews St., Roswell, 
N. Mex. 
Bruce Davis, from Columbus, 
Box 527, Lake Milton, Ohio. 


Others 
Shaun Herron, recently resigned as 
editor of “The British Weekly,” is be- 
coming pastor of the United Church at 
Weyburn, Saskatchewan, Canada. 


MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 

From Central Brazil: The Willard R. 
Eltons, Wilson Farms, Sweedsford Rd., 
Paoli, Pa.; The Raymond E, Pittmans, 
211 Elm St., Ithaca, N. Y.; the M. Richard 
Shaullis, 38 Alexander St., Princeton, 
N. J. 

From Colombia: The J. Leslie Eing- 
lises, 5. S. Portland Ave., Vetnor, N. J. 

From Hong Kong: Alice H. Schaefer, 


Ohio, to 


Box 757, De Bary, Fla. 

From North India: Dr. Lois H. Visscher, 
47 Claremont Ave., New York 27. 

Punjab: Gertrude S. Nyce, Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions, Room 205, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York 10. 

From India: The S. J. Farmers, 2285 
Wm. Penn Highway, Pittsburgh 38, Pa. 

From Iran: Gwendolyn J. Belgum, 1525 
Bonita Ave., Berkeley 9, Calif. 

From Iraq: Lynda M. Carver, 
Village, Conn. 

From Korea: The Edward Adams, 1229 
S. E. Main St., Roseburg, Oreg.; the 
Stanton R. Wilsons, 44 Alexander St., 
Princeton, N. J. 


CITATION 

Milton B. Faust, Salisbury, N. C., was 
recently cited at the American Legion 
convention for originating and editing 
the “Chaplain’s Corner’ in the national 
Legion magazine. 
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